
District Councillor Report – Palgrave Parish Council – March 2025 

Full Council - 

Annual Budget  

Full Council of Mid Suffolk District Council on 27th February approved the Council’s Annual 

Budget for 2025/26. Details can be found here: (Public Pack)Agenda Document for Mid 

Suffolk Council, 27/02/2025 17:30. Highlights as follows:  

No increase in Council Tax: The Council Tax bill for a Band D property remains at 

£175.03. That works out under £3.37 a week to cover all district council services, including 

waste collection, licensing, planning, public realm and supporting the local economy, culture 

and communities. (Council Tax overall is expected to rise, however, as MSDC only sets and 

receives a small portion, with the bulk going to the County Council.)  

MSDC expects a budget surplus of £2.4m in 2025/26: This is down from last year, due to 

factors including rising employee costs, costs for services, and discontinuation of the 

government’s Rural Services Delivery Grant.   

Capital programme agreed: The Council committed to a capital programme of £36.3m 

(£26m committed, with another £10m proposed ‘capital ambition’ projects), partly funded 

from reserves. This will deliver an ambitious pipeline of projects across the district.   

Among other things, expenditure includes:  

• Investment in sports and health facilities in Stowmarket and in Stradbroke (with a 

£540k investment in Stradbroke’s leisure centre.)   

• Major investment in the new Skills and Innovation Centre to upskill the District  

• £1.5m fund to support High Street regeneration in our largest town, Stowmarket  

• £300k per year funding pot for projects in other market towns and rural 

communities  

• Investment in cycling and walking infrastructure  

• Increase in the Locality Award to £10,000 per Ward, giving an annual total of 

£340,000 in Locality grants to fund smaller projects around the District   

• Ongoing support for range of other grant schemes to fund community projects.  

Local Government 

Reorganisation  

As noted in the last report, the government has announced major changes to the way local 

government is organised. This includes the creation of new mayoral strategic authorities, 

and dissolution of District and County Councils into unitary authorities.    

In January, Suffolk County Council voted to enter the ‘fast track’ version of these changes. 

The government accepted this, resulting in the cancellation of the May 2025 County Council 

elections.  

Mayoral authorities – the government has opened a consultation until April 13th. To 

share your views, see: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-

devolution/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution-consultation  

Creation of unitary authorities:   

• Initial plans are to be sent to the government by 21st March 2025.  

• MSDC is concerned about the lack of public consultation on this aspect of the 

reforms.   

• An Extraordinary meeting of Mid Suffolk and Babergh Councils to discuss the issues 

was rescheduled from Feb 10th to April 10th to allow more time to review emerging 

details from government.   

Planning Policy 

updates   

As noted in the last report, the Joint Local Plan (JLP) for Babergh and Mid Suffolk is being 

reviewed, to make sure it stays compliant with the government’s increased new targets for 

housebuilding. The timeline for this work was approved at the February Full Council 

https://baberghmidsuffolk.moderngov.co.uk/documents/g3973/Public%20reports%20pack%2027th-Feb-2025%2017.30%20Mid%20Suffolk%20Council.pdf?T=10
https://baberghmidsuffolk.moderngov.co.uk/documents/g3973/Public%20reports%20pack%2027th-Feb-2025%2017.30%20Mid%20Suffolk%20Council.pdf?T=10
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution-consultation


meeting. Further information can be found here: babergh-and-mid-suffolk-joint-local-plan-

review  

The Cabinet member for Heritage, Planning and Infrastructure, Cllr Andrew Stringer, has 

highlighted the importance of Neighbourhood Plans, which form part of the district’s local 

plans.    

 EcoPower Suffolk:  

solar application   

 EcoPower Suffolk (a subsidiary of Econergy International Ltd) has announced plans for a 

600 ha solar project in our area: https://ecopowersuffolk.com/    

The project includes parcels of land along the B1077 between Occold and Eye, and around 

Brome Avenue (Eye), as well as several other villages.  

Because of the project’s size, it is classified as a National Strategic Infrastructure Project 

(NSIP), and so the government (not the Local Authority) will decide if it goes ahead.   

The first consultation period will run from 10 March to 22 April 2025. For details see: 

Have Your Say | EcoPower Suffolk  

• webinar on March 17th  

• consultation event at Brome & Oakley Village Hall on 14th March 3pm to 7pm   

• feedback can be submitted via the website from March 10th   

Mid Suffolk Council leader Cllr Andy Mellen and Portfolio Holder for Heritage, Planning and 

Infrastructure, Cllr Andrew Stringer, have urged the government to take a more coordinated 

approach to such large-scale infrastructure projects in the District:   

Energy infrastructure ‘must be coordinated’ to minimise impact on Mid Suffolk communities 

- Mid Suffolk District Council - babergh.gov.uk / midsuffolk.gov.uk.   

 New way to reach 

the District Council 

in Eye   

From March, you’ll be able to drop in to Eye Library on Fridays to get help from Council 

staff.   

  

MSDC is opening its first joint customer-access point at Eye Library, alongside Mid Suffolk 

Citizens Advice, starting 28th March. Staff from both organisations will be on hand to help 

residents between 9.15am and 12pm every Friday.   

This aims to make life easier for residents who prefer face-to-face contact. The Council can 

also be contacted about many issues by phone and through the website: 

www.midsuffolk.gov.uk or phone 0300 123 4000    

Blister Pack 

Recycling 

Medicine blister packs are a difficult to recycle product and should not be placed in the 

recycling bin. Some pharmacies offer limited collection points, often requiring you make a 

purchase or download an app to dispose of small volumes of materials. MSDC has launched 

a pilot project to recycle blister packs free of charge at three locations across the district. 

Palgrave Community Centre is one of the host locations. Whenever the Community Centre is 

open to the public the container is available for your use for completely empty blister packs 

only Any unused medicines should be returned to a pharmacy for safe disposal..  

 Funding for 

community 

projects  

Details of Mid Suffolk Council’s community funding can be found 

at:  www.midsuffolk.gov.uk – click on the ‘Access community funding’ button.    

For advice or further information, please email the grants team 

at:  BMSDCgrants@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk  

  

Cllr Tim Weller,    District Councillor, Palgrave 

Cabinet Member, Environment, Wellbeing and Culture  

Email: tim.weller@midsuffolk.gov.uk                 Tel: 07928 512586                  X: cllr_tim 
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