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PALGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

FILMING, VIDEOING, PHOTOGRAPHY & AUDIO RECORDING AT PARISH 

COUNCIL OR COMMITTEE MEETINGS  
 
THE COUNCIL SUPPORTS THE PRINCIPLES OF OPENNESS AND TRANSPARENCY; IT ALLOWS FILMING, RECORDING AND TAKING 

PHOTOGRAPHS AT ITS MEETINGS THAT ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. IT ALSO ALLOWS THE USE OF SOCIAL NETWORKING WEBSITES (SUCH AS 

TWITTER AND FACEBOOK) AND BLOGGING TO COMMUNICATE WITH PEOPLE ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING, AS IT HAPPENS.  
 
AS A COURTESY TO THE PUBLIC, THE COUNCIL NEEDS TO BE GIVEN REASONABLE NOTICE, IN ADVANCE OF THE MEETING, IF FILMING OR 

PHOTOGRAPHY IS TO TAKE PLACE. THE PARISH CLERK SHOULD BE MADE AWARE OF ANY INTENTION TO RECORD, FILM OR PHOTOGRAPH A 

MEETING, BEFORE THE START OF THE MEETING.  THE PARISH CLERK WILL THEN BE ABLE TO INFORM THE RELEVANT CHAIR OF WHAT IS TO 

TAKE PLACE. WHERE THE COUNCIL HAS BEEN SO NOTIFIED, THE CHAIR WILL, AT THE BEGINNING OF THE RELEVANT MEETING, MAKE AN 

ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE MEETING WILL BE FILMED, RECORDED OR PHOTOGRAPHED AND WILL ASK IF ANYONE OBJECTS TO THIS.  
 
 IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE CHAIR OF A MEETING WILL HAVE ABSOLUTE DISCRETION TO TERMINATE OR SUSPEND ANY OF THE ABOVE 

ACTIVITIES IF, IN THEIR OPINION, CONTINUING TO DO SO WOULD PREJUDICE THE RUNNING OF THE MEETING.   
 
 THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH TERMINATION OR SUSPENSION MIGHT OCCUR COULD INCLUDE:  
• PUBLIC DISTURBANCE, DISRUPTION OR SUSPENSION OF THE MEETING.  
• THE MEETING AGREEING TO FORMALLY EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC FROM THE   MEETING DUE TO THE EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL 

NATURE OF THE BUSINESS BEING   DISCUSSED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATUTORY PROCEDURES. 
• WHERE IT IS CONSIDERED THAT CONTINUED RECORDING/ PHOTOGRAPHY/ FILMING/    WEBCASTING MIGHT INFRINGE THE RIGHTS OR 

PRIVACY OF ANY INDIVIDUAL, OR INTIMIDATE THEM.  

• FOR ANY OTHER REASON WHICH THE CHAIR CONSIDERS REASONABLE IN THE   CIRCUMSTANCES.  
  
IN ALLOWING RECORDING, FILMING OR PHOTOGRAPHY TO TAKE PLACE, THE COUNCIL REQUIRES THOSE PARTICIPATING NOT TO EDIT THE 

RECORDINGS, FILM OR PHOTOGRAPHS IN A WAY THAT COULD LEAD TO MISINTERPRETATION OF THE PROCEEDINGS. THIS INCLUDES 

REFRAINING FROM EDITING AN IMAGE OR VIEWS EXPRESSED IN A WAY THAT MAY RIDICULE, OR SHOW A LACK OF RESPECT TOWARDS 

THOSE BEING PHOTOGRAPHED, FILMED OR RECORDED.  
 
 THOSE INTENDING TO BRING LARGE EQUIPMENT, OR WISHING TO DISCUSS ANY SPECIAL  REQUIREMENTS ARE ADVISED TO CONTACT THE 

PARISH CLERK IN ADVANCE OF THE MEETING TO SEEK ADVICE AND GUIDANCE. THE USE OF FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY OR ADDITIONAL 

LIGHTING WILL NOT BE ALLOWED UNLESS THIS HAS BEEN DISCUSSED IN ADVANCE OF THE MEETING AND AGREEMENT REACHED ON HOW IT 

CAN BE DONE WITHOUT DISRUPTING PROCEEDINGS.  
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT IF NO ADVANCE NOTIFICATION HAS BEEN GIVEN OF THE INTENTION TO FILM, RECORD OR PHOTOGRAPH AT A 

MEETING, CONSENT IS DEEMED NOT TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN AND SO NO FILMING, RECORDING OR PHOTOGRAPHY WILL BE PERMITTED IN 

THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES. 


